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The Widow’s Offering 
 41 He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd 
putting money into the treasury. Many rich people put in large 
sums. 42 A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, 
which are worth a penny. 43 Then he called his disciples and said 
to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all 
those who are contributing to the treasury. 44 For all of them have 
contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty 
has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.” 
       Mark 12: 41-44 NRSV 

 



Who is the 

woman in       

your context 

or community? 



We sometimes say things like,  
“There but for the grace of God go I,” 

or, “That could be me,” when 
speaking of another person’s 

struggle.   

   
 



• Are these just platitudes? 
   
• Do we really mean that we could see ourselves in 

the same situation?  
 

• Might we use statements like these to preserve 
distance or excuse us from taking action? 
 

• What does look like to effectively advocate for 
those living in poverty or homeless? 

 



The Call for Action 
Learn about poverty in your community – 
Acknowledge the stereotypes applied to those who 
are living in poverty.  See your neighbors who struggle 
with poverty through the lens of love. 
 



The Call for Action 
Volunteer at your local Food Pantry of Shelter – See 
those you serve through the lens of love. 
Raise your voice in love to advocate for economic 
justice in your community, our nation, and throughout 
the world. 
  
 

Raise Your Voice 



Prayer: Dear Jesus, you saw the widow who 

gave all she had and loved her for her 

devotion and saw the value in what she gave, 

all she had. Clear our vision so that we may 

see our neighbors through the lens of your 

perfect love.  Teach us to love with all we 
have.  Amen. 

 


